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_ The EXAMINER. — 


From Monday November 23, to friday November 27, 1713. 





——— Ouicquid Gracia mendax 
Audet in Hiftoria ——— 


Juvenal. 





OT long aco I complain’d of the great 

Scarcity of good Enelilh Hyffortes ; and 1 

have fince throwu away a finall quantity of 

loofe Thoughts upon thar, Subject. Our 

common Readers cannot fo readily conceive 

the mighty Lofs they fuftain by this defect ifLaterature : 
The Entertainment would be fo much the more Solid 
and Lafting, as we are a Nation, whofe publick Tranf- 
actions afford a greater Varicty of furprizing Turns and 
Incidents, than the Affairs of ry me Country in Es- 
rip. We have often fhified Hands; and therefore 
there is room for abundance of Charaéters ; and thefe, 
being fet in oppofition to each other, om account of 
our Parties, would give a very advantageous Luftre to 
the whole Compofition, and ftrike the Reader with all 
the different emotions of Complacency and Refentment, 
which can poffibly affeét him, in the perufal_of a Story, 
fo tichly embellifh'd ; and where all the Vertnes and 
Vices, publick and private, are drawn to the Life, and 
in full Proportion. This Remark indeed, taken from 
the Nicety of the Work, adds very much to the  Diffi- 
culty of the Undertaking; but yet a noble Emulation, 
when fired with.the Memory and Image of antient Hi- 
fory, and elevated with the anticipations of that Praife, 
which fach a Work may claim,—will confider the Diffi- 
culty rather as an Incitement, than an Objection to the 
Performance ; and enter upon it, with fo much the 
more Vigour and Impatience. Accordingly, I find fe- 
veral of my Con’emporaries have begun Ejjays in this 
kind : Some of them have thought fit toacquaint me 
with it by Letter: And others have fent me rough 
Draughts and Sketches of their Defign, for my Perufal 
and Approbation. Among thefe, 1 have now before 
me, the Plan of an Enz/ifh H:frory, done by an unknown 
but a very judicious Writer ; who propofes to fet it out 
in Annals, after the manner of Tacitus; fo that the di- 
ing Reader may, at one View, trace both the Story 

and Chronology, as they go Hand in Hand together. By 
may of Specimen, he has prefented me with fome loofe 
Abreviations, or a |hort Cilection of the Fuéts and .Oc- 
currences of three Years only, laid together in a {cat- 
tering incoherent’ manner; leaving room to fill up the 
intervals of Time and void Spaces, when the whole 
Piece hall be compleated. At prefent, it looks only 

























ead like an H/rorical Common-piace Book, and is intended for 
nt : Bos no other Ufe, but to thew the Nature of his Stile and 
to thet Method, and. at the fume time to draw in confiderable 
do mot Numbers of Subferibers and Encouragers of the Under- 
ble to aim A*ing + On which account, | am defir’d to make thefe 
Fragments publick. 1 cannor yet learn what Party the 
i Lik Gentleman efpoufes. So far as 1 am able to judge trom 
| hurmgome Paffages, 1 incline to think, that he is of the 
ople. art Neutral Powers, or, as we call it, 4 Moderate Man ; 
‘ccurlisgteo there are two or three fafpicious Hints, which had 
pleafe rfagelmoft won me to believe, that he was entirely Whig ; 
thote i! peeepon ] grew cold to his Interefts, till turning the 
at taves back to the Title-Pze, 1 find he is pleas‘d to call 
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*ublic 








his Works the ‘Trae Hifcry, which made me_per- 
cally Wy and as forward as any to recommend him 
othe World. | 











FRAGMENTS of a TRUE HISTORY. 


ANNO —— Never did Seven fuch glorious Years 
roul over the Head of any Nation, nor crown it with fo 
much Glory and Happinefs. The Publick Treafury over- 
flow'd in great Plenty, and the Subject hardly knew, 
what Deficiencies and Anticipations mean’d. All Orders 
of Men were at Feace among themfelves, and there was 
fcarce a Malecontent left, to wifh for a Change. Our 
Neighbours upon the Continent, regarded us as the De- 
liverers of Europe. We made a Figure in their Eyes, 
that drew univerfal Awe and Deference. Our Allies Pe- 
tition’d for Quotas in the moft fubmiflive Terms, and 


‘from the Homage that Foreigners paid us, we took an 


Advantage, to make the beft Bargains for our felves. 
All the Profits of the War were accounted for to the 
Publick. That inviolable Friendfhip, which the Em- 
pre and the States bore us, had well nigh proved their 

uin. Whatever Victories the Confederate Arms ob- 
tain’d, we alone were happy in the good Confequences 
of them. The conquer’d Towns and Provinces were put 
into our Poffeflion ; and all the Plunder of the Enemy 
was remitted to the Exchequer o€ Great Britan. Every 
Nation was tied down, by a Solemn League, and only 
we at liberty to Spm our felves, Arbitrators of the 
Peace of Europe. The wealthieft Merchants came over 
in Troops and planted here, to fupply the Lofs of tho& 
poor Wretches, whom the War had fwept away. But 
amidft all our Felicity, ...%. an unfeen Provi- 
dence UA wrait -+- for our Sins ——-—— 
et 

Steps were then ng for a Thorough Reformation of 

Religion ; and the Church, in all probability, had been 
reftored to a more flourifhing Condition than the State. 
Inftead of Lay.Elders, it was thought proper to change 
that wife and venerable Jn/fitution of our Forefathers in- 
to an Order of Managers, who had the fame Office ap- 

ointed them, but differing only in Name. Many fea- 

onable Alterations were concerted ; and the Work had 
been carried on with Succefs, had not the Peevifhnefs 
of fome, and the Obftinacy ef others, who, as it af- 
terwards appeared, acted altogether upon carnal Prin- 
ciples, flung fuch Obftacles in the way, as render’d the 
whole Undertaking Abortive. 
-« [The Trinmvirate of Rome, the Spar- 
tan Ephori. Such and fo great were the Junta. As s 
had been the Reprefentatives of Gods, thefe feem’d mo 
ordain’d for Reprefentatives of Kings. The Toils, Cares 
and Burdens of the State, which had long jain heavy 
upon One, were now, by a peculiar Favour of Deftiny, 
devolv’d upon Many ; who like the True Friends of My. 
narchy, made its Cares to ceafe, by fharing them ; and its 
Fionours to increafe, b dividing them. Ulader Offices 
of General, ‘Admiral, Viceroy, Fufticiary, Sc, were fo 
well manag’d by them, as if each in his Station newlea- 
ed to be Abfolute. It was fufficient Glory for the ra 
that fuch Men would be employ’d near it. As thefe 
Jewels drope out, every one forefaw, that the heavy un- 
active Mafs would lofe all its intrinfick Value and Luftre. 
That folemn Promife, which their Forefathers bound 


them- 

































































































































































uid fuffer any 
hcg, who sn their doweft State wexg the Originals of 
Poet, or ever be biemithd with Ambition, who in 
eR “and “Mert arbicrary “Circumftances, wére 

Ramet: fill. Adbowe, thie time, the Pr ive of the 

“PT ince and Liberties of the People were brought to an 
éxacr Confiftency, and fubfifted together in great Per- 


with the utmoft, Content and Refignation: No ‘Mur- 
murs were heard, na Re¢pining at the Will of their Se- 
a No Application was made to any Foreign Court. 
“The Péaplé were taught to give them up quietly, and 
all Commotions were induftrioufly fuppreffed, by thofe, 
who might have found their ag N 9 by them, Re- 
enlsind Princindes were fo firictly follow'd, that,-upon 
the fir Tendency towards a Change, all the Lovers of 
Esber'y came teadsly intoit; tho’ the Powers that were 
Dethron'd, feemed, at, that time, more firmly eftablith- 
ed, than any other Part of the Conftitution. 

ANNO Now was the moft deplorable 
Scene of Affairs, chat tus Nation ever beheld. This 
feem'd co be the Crifs of as many Misfortunes, as we 
were capable of Suffering, Prclimanary to a total Over- 
‘throw... We were hurried into a Peace, which, as the 
wileft Men forefaw, none of our Allies would ever be 
a) brought to Sign. The Publick was in the Hands of a 
- | Sett of Men - who pafled over the greateft Generals and 
mY es men in the World, tho’ they were near at Hand 
; ‘0 allift them ; and ledg’d all the Power, both of Peace 

and Wir, in the Lap of a Great Lady, to whofe Service 
they had wholly Devoted themfelves. Above T/irty 
Thoufand. Livery-men were difmifled from attending, 
‘only upon the pogr-fpirited Pretence. of faving their 
Wager... Our Enemies deny'd us every thing we askd: 
Vajt Numbers of our Friends Soak who done us 

a. : the Honour to ¢ in our Quarrel, were fo difgufted, 
a: that neg. Selig to pithdram and Starve, rather than 
; fh. b Sor hy ys.any longs phic of our Money would. be 





sakess.any more in. Holland or Germany. —— Unhappy 
Britvint ... 2 th eee eae : ’ 
Much 'dbout this Time, the Pretender Dhould have In- 
gs weit a prodibions Fosc jee the 5 ab 
cua toe anes Rerlons of See ee 
coplanar aa oe 
- Few People were tiem cata amy decay of 
Publick Credit. Our Neighbonrs forefaw, in good 
‘Fime, what was coming; and would draw no more 
Bik upon us. Foreign Notes were for the moft part Pro- 
teffed. “We: were funk from all our Glory, and began 
ta make a. much lefS Figure abroad, than we had lately 
done. ‘@ar Friends faid; we kept home, and were be- 
come Selfith. The Jmportation of Praife and Panegyrick 
kept an even Ballance with the Expor 










tation of Coin 
ret & and-as Remittances fell, we were allow'd no further Dif- 
a count i. Compliments and Proteffations of Inviolable Friend- 
fbip. Oar Repuration wafted every ; and we Were 
Jook'd- on as irretrievable Rakes and Reprobates, when 
, ever Body faw, we were refolved to be Governed by our 
: grave old Guardiansne longer. 
The Method was now firft introduced, of expelling 
Men from the Senate, for their Floquence and great Ali- 
lities. Others, who wifh’d well to their Country, and 
behay'd themfelves with mere Deference towards thofe 
‘ in Office, than ever they exaéted from their Inferiors, 
¥ when themfelves were in the fame Pofts, were publick- 
ly Cenfar'd, and in danger of being Proferib'd, becaufe 
they had been guilty of Par, and Frugality in lay- 
ing up for their Families, and of doing Honour to their 
Country, by raifing her publick Dignities to a prodi- 
ious Heh, in Splendor and Revenwe : Both which 
Faults, in-alt paft time, had been efteem’d very great 
Vertucs. 
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fection. Thefe brave Souls parted with their Power ~ veral ways, befides the neareft. T 






as 


ere eve ses +--+ = arrogarit Péople, 
Iniquity brings them sob much, to be eafily re 
with. They look upon Mercy, notas an Inducemen py 
Repe unce, but at leaft an extenuation of _ their Wie. 
ednefs, af not a full Difpenfation to perfift in; 
Some have thought themfelves not to blame, becag 
they were forgiven ; but very few ever fet up for the 
Character of Heroes“and Patriots, Becaufe Moder atin 
would not turn Hangman. : 
ANNO — Dunkirk isa Place not far from Ne 
port in France, to which one may go from England, {, 
e Fortifications of ty ‘ 
Town, Harbour, ayd Cajtle, which, in time of WW, 
were too ftrong to be: attempted, immediately yp, 
the grin of the Peace, became fo very weak and i 
confiderable, that Graveling was chought a more accen. Im - 
able Prefent for a Princefs, than this’ poor defpicabe - 
Hamlet. Scarce was the News asriv’d, that an adyey, 
turous Body of Mea had taken up their Quarters in thy 
Town ; but the more fenfible Pare of Mankind fo, 
faw through the Contrivance, and bravely maintaiad 
that Entrance was deny'd them. When all thefe vaiiag 
Fellows were ftarv'd and laid under Ground, withog 
the benefit of Chriftian Burial, Word was fent ba 
that they muft forthwith Demolifb the Place, Poor ay i 
Naked as it was.. Many Artifices were ufed to rend ae 8° 
this Work ; but all True Englifbmen knew very wi ie 2 
that the fame Fortrefs, which, an the Hands of a Go Hi 
quer’d Impotent King, was hardly worth our Notix Hie 
muft naturally, and without any additional Works, » fo 
on its coming into the Hands of a Great and Victorug HU 
QUEEN, become truly Important and Formiddi, 
even to thofe good quiet Folks, who poflcis'd it. . ..., 
The Little Gentleman -+--}--}- -|- -|+ this Port, to lb lyl 
vade thofe, who having the Power, might however, x 
fome at leaft imagin’d, venture to oppofe, and ingle Pe 
probability, prevent hin. of 
| «eee» Fwas not without a great deal of Reafon, 
thar thofe very Men, who had Tae reprefented g 
Troublers of the Crown in all Reigns, fhould now te 
efteem’d the beft Friends to the Reverfion and Emad: 
Tho’. many pretended to be fo fhort-fighted, as not » 
penetrate into this Secret. 
A great Misfortune’ befel she Leading Men and Pe 
ple wetnploy at this time. They knew nothing of that 
Diyifions and Mifunderftandings, which reignd 
among... ves $ whilft theit Enemies, who wer 
mar> staan to their Affairs; had conftant Ina 
am era to them of all their Steps, and hoped 
d, wherever they Publith’d the Difcovery. i 
was:corifidently given out, that thy i: make 2Ve 
luntary Refignation, ox at leaft take in a confiderable New 
ber of Partners and Coadjuors: > But as Procrajitnaim 
feem'd to be a main Article in Condué, this Dein 
was therefore ..... +e+tae4+4+---°" 


res Defunt muta. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

N the 20th Inftant,Mr. Tompion, noted for maki 

of aliforts of the beft Clocksand Watches, depart 
this Life: This is to Certify to all Perfons, of waters 
Quality or DiftinStion, thar William Webfter, ac & 
Dial'and Three Crowns in Exchange-Alley, Londos, 
ferved his Apprenticethip,and ferved as a Journeymans 
confiderable time with the faid Mr. Tompion, and by is 
Induftry and Care is fully acquainted with his Secrets 0 
the faid Art. 

BOOK S printed for John Morphew, near Stationers Hall 
*.* The Four Volumes of Memoirs from the Ne 

Atalantis, in 8%. Four Parts, and an Appendix, of JOHN BULL 

ifi’d by the Author of the faid New Atalantis. The Cosiet 
of the Allies, the 7ch Editiun. Remarks on the Barrier-Treay) 
the 2d Edition, by the Author of the ConduSt of the Allies, T# 
Examiners for the Year 1710-11, in one Vol. ia 12%. Meco 
of Gouat Tariff, by which the wholc Secret Hiftory of the Re® 
fing the Late Treaty of Commerce is laid open, &c. The Imm 
tance of the Guardian confider’d, in a Second Letter to the 6: 
of Stockbridge : By a Friend to Mr St——le. Part of the® 
Epitle of the Firft Book of Horace imitated, and Addrefs’é #* 
Nobde Peer ; the 2d Edition. 
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